
 
Street Bikers United Hawaii supports current muffler law. 

Noise complaints should be solved by enforcement of existing law, not creation of new law. 
 
Current Muffler Law in Hawaii: 
      §291-24  Motorcycles and mopeds, noisy mufflers; penalty.  (a)  Every motorcycle and moped moving under its own power 
on a public highway shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in constant operation to prevent any excessive or unusual noise 
and no such muffler or exhaust system shall be equipped with a cutout, bypass, or similar device.  No person shall modify the 
exhaust system of a motorcycle or a moped in a manner which will amplify or increase the noise emitted by the motor of such 
motorcycle or moped above that emitted by the muffler originally installed on the motorcycle or moped except a motorcycle or 
moped that: 
     (1)  Has three wheels; 
     (2)  Is powered by an electric motor; 
     (3)  Has a full body enclosed cab; and 
     (4)  Has a seat belt assembly or a child restraint system for the driver and passenger; 
shall not be required to be equipped with a muffler. 
     (b)  As used in this section, "muffler" means a device consisting of a series of chambers or baffle plates, or other mechanical 
design, for the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from the engine of the motorcycle or moped, and being effective in reducing noise. 
     (c)  Whoever violates this section shall be fined not more than $100. [L 1949, c 21, §1; RL 1955, §311-27; HRS §291-24; am L 
1978, c 222, §7; am L 1986, c 189, §1; am L 1994, c 120, §4] 
  
     [§291-24.5]  Motor vehicle muffler.  (a)  No person shall use on a public highway, sell, alter or install a muffler which will 
noticeably increase the noise emitted by a motor vehicle above that emitted by the vehicle as equipped from the factory. 
     (b)  Any violation of this section shall constitute a violation and shall be enforceable by police officers.  The fine for this violation 
shall be not less than $25 nor more than $250 for each separate offense.  Any person who violates the provisions of this section 
may be issued a summons or citation for such violation. [L 1977, c 79, §1] 
  
     §291-22  Regulation of exhaust pipe and muffler.  It shall be unlawful for any person to drive upon the public highways any 
motor scooter, as defined in section 286-2, the exhaust pipe or muffler of which has been so changed from the factory design as to 
increase the volume or audibility of the explosions within the motor thereof. [L 1941, c 140, §2; RL 1945, §11718; RL 1955, §311-24; 
HRS §291-22; am L 1979, c 105, §28] 
 
Deficiencies of recently proposed muffler bills: 
     Bills calling for specific decibel limits fail to consider the unintended consequences. Already overburdened police must be trained 
and certified in the use of decibel meters. Decibel meters must be maintained and calibrated for use as evidence in court. HPD has 
testified against bills calling for specific decibel limits for these reasons. Also, decibel limits set specifically for two-wheeled vehicles 
are discriminatory. Other vehicles and equipment often make as much or more noise. 
 
     Bills calling for “criminalization”, felony penalties, and vehicle impoundment are over the top. Vehicle equipment violations should 
be fix-it tickets. People disturbing the peace may deserve a fine but are not felons. Bills calling for motorcycle impound lots grossly 
underestimate the costs of same. 
 
     Exhaust inspection is already part of the yearly inspection process. Exhaust pipes are checked for sound deadening baffles. 
Straight (un-baffled) pipes do not pass. The problem with adding more requirements to a yearly inspection is that a yearly inspection 
only determines compliance on one day of the year. Pipes can be changed after inspection. Also, with so many makes and models, 
it is impossible for inspectors to know for sure what is original, stock equipment. Original, stock equipment is often no longer 
available. 
 
     Bills calling for EPA labels on pipes would make currently legally registered and inspected motorcycles illegal, constituting a 
taking of millions of dollars of citizens’ property since custom and hand-built motorcycles with “one-off” custom exhausts cannot get 
such labels. Additional repercussions would include the closing of custom motorcycle and exhaust shops in Hawaii and the laying off 
of their employees. Bills requiring EPA labels only for two-wheeled vehicles are discriminatory when not requiring EPA labels for all 
vehicles. 


